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We are continuing our series Jesus is Better, looking at the NT book of Hebrews. Today we begin chapter eight, looking at 8:1-6, with my message, Jesus Secures a Better Covenant. Chapters eight through ten give us the most detailed look at the New Covenant in the NT.[footnoteRef:1] In 8.1-6, the writer gives us three more ways Jesus’ priesthood is better than the Old Covenant (OC) priesthood. Jesus Ministers in a Better Location (8:1-2); Jesus Offers a Better Sacrifice (8:3-5); Jesus Secures a Better Covenant (8:6). Big idea: Jesus secures a better covenant with better promises.  [1:  Hebrews has the most developed theology of the New Covenant in the NT with a total of 23 instances mention of the New Covenant. Hebrews links Jesus sacrifice with the covenant.] 

1.	Jesus Ministers in a Better Location (8:1-2)
Hebrews summarizes what he said in chapter seven (8:1). Jesus high priestly ministry is superior to the OC priesthood because his sacrifice reconciled us to God, secured our eternal salvation, and promises an eternal inheritance so don’t abandon Jesus and go back to the old system. For the original readers, that meant going back to Judaism but for us it can be anything we seek to save us. I don't know what system you've come from or what you have hoped in, in the past. I don’t know what you previously hoped in for salvation before you trusted Christ. I don't know what idols that you're tempted to go back to because their comfortable or because they help you deal with life. I don't know what your dabbling in or what you previously sold your soul for. I don’t know what has such a grip on you that can’t stop. You think it helps you cope with life but it really just masks your pain and brokenness. Jesus is better than any idol you are seeking to save you. But you will only experience that by turning to Jesus to heal your sin and brokenness. Jesus is the only one who can save you, draw near to him, trust Jesus.
Jesus’ priesthood/high priestly ministry is better because of his location (8:2). Jesus ministers or serves us in God’s presence on God’s throne in heaven, in the presence of God, in the true tent or sanctuary that the Lord himself set up. Jesus sits in God’s presence in heaven as God the Son because he completed his redemptive work on earth and now fulfills his role as our priest king (Heb 1:3; 7:27). The OC priests could never enter the holy of holies in the tabernacle and later the temple which represented the throne of God, and the high priests could only enter it once a year. And that earthly tabernacle and temple with the holy of holies was only a copy or shadow of the original in heaven. The OC system was a temporary copy of the reality to come. Jesus’ ministers in a better location because his death for our sin was acceptable to God his Father and so he was resurrected and ascended into heaven where he lives to intercede for us as our Priest and rules the universe as our King (Rom 8:35-39). As our heavenly high priest he lives to intercede for his people. 
2.	Jesus Offers a Better Sacrifice (8:3-5)
Hebrews compares Jesus’ priesthood to the OC priesthood again. Every high priest is appointed by the Mosaic Law to offer gifts and sacrifices (8:3). The OT high priests offered gifts and sacrifices, both to express thanksgiving to God and to atone for Israel’s sins. Hebrews clarifies here the fundamental role of the priest is to acquire access to God through sacrifices.. Since Jesus is a priest too, he must also offer a sacrifice to God (8:4), which he did in offering himself as a sacrifice for sin. But Jesus was not qualified to be an earthly priest according to the Mosaic Law. Remember under the law, only descendants from the tribe of Levi were qualified to be priests and only descendants from the tribe of Aaron were qualified to be high priests. Jesus is a heavenly high priest who ministers in the true heavenly tabernacle, in God’s presence.
Then he contrasts the earthly priesthood and tabernacle and the heavenly priest and tabernacle (8:5). When God told Moses to build the tabernacle, he gave specific instructions because the earthly tabernacle and later temple were a copy or shadow of the heavenly tabernacle. The earthly tabernacle served as a copy or a shadow of the heavenly original. The OC system was a temporary shadow that pointed Israel to Jesus Christ. The whole OC system gives way to the New Covenant. 
3.	Jesus Secures a Better Covenant (8:6)
This verse tells us that Jesus secures a better ministry, mediates a better covenant, and secures better promises. There has been a seismic shift in God’s redemptive purposes in Jesus Christ and the New Covenant. First, Jesus’ priesthood secured a better ministry so we can go directly to God. Second, God overcomes human sin and alienation through Jesus, our mediator, so we can have a have a direct and personal relationship with God. A relationship that promises to be the greatest source of joy and satisfaction now and for all eternity. Third, the new covenant secured better promises. Jesus brings the OC and it’s promises to an end. Jesus brings to an end the tabernacle and later temple worship as the center of worship. Jesus brings to an end the priesthood and sacrifices forever. Jesus brings to an end the dietary laws and feasts to an end forever (Col 2:16-17).



Life Group Questions:

Please take a moment to announce the following in your Life Group:
We are having an extended open mic December 1, celebrating thanksgiving. 
Reminder that the Men’s Breakfast is December 7 from 8-9 am.
We are looking for sponsors for Angel Tree.

Icebreaker: Say your name and briefly tell us, What do you like about the holiday season?

Read Hebrews 8:1-6 together and ask those questions that you want to ask and as time permits.

Head 
1. Was there anything in the passage or that David said that struck you or had questions about?
2. How would you summarize Hebrews 8:1-6?
3. Why do you think it is so significan that Jesus is our heavenly high priest? 
4. What do you think it means that Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant? 
5. Hebrews 8:5 tells us the earthly tabernacle is a copy or shadow of heavenly realities. What do you think this means? 
6. How does the change from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant change the nature of worship?

Heart
7. Does knowing that Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father (v. 1) encourage or comfort you? How?
8. How does the idea of Jesus serving in a heavenly sanctuary, not made by human hands, deepen your sense of worship?
9. What thoughts or emotions come to mind when you feel when you reflect on Jesus being the perfect High Priest, who makes a way for us to draw near to God?
10. Have you ever doubted or struggled with God forgiving you of some specific sin? How does Jesus' once and for all sacrifice affect your personal sense of forgiveness and peace?
11. In what ways does the new covenant give you a sense of hope or assurance for your future with God?

Hand
12. How can understanding Jesus’ better ministry influence the way you share your faith or live out your Christian calling?
13. Who are some individuals we can invite to Life Group?
14. What are some ways you can share the good news of the new covenant with someone who doesn’t yet know about it?

